The Bakri balloon for the management of postpartum hemorrhage in cases with placenta previa.
To evaluate the success rate of the Bakri balloon in the event of uncontrollable hemorrhage due to placenta previa. We evaluated 25 patients who were treated with the Bakri balloon who had severe postpartum hemorrhage with placenta previa and failed medical treatment with uterotonic agents. The Bakri balloon was inserted abdominally during cesarean section in 24 of 25 cases. In only one case was it inserted vaginally. The Bakri tamponade was effective in 22 cases (88%). There were three cases with failure: two patients needed an additional procedure (hypogastric artery ligation and B-Lynch suture) and one patient needed hysterectomy. The Bakri balloon is the least invasive, rapid method in the management of bleeding due to placenta previa with minimal complications.